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25th June 2020

Dear Parents/ Carers, 

We are looking forward to welcoming pupils back to St Joseph’s next week. Staff have been working hard to prepare the school building and plan activities to support the well-being of pupils, building relationships, giving them opportunities to talk about their lock down experience, carrying out wellbeing activities, particularly around ‘positive psychology’ themes, having fun and playing. We will be using opportunities for outdoor learning and physical activity and activities to help children to understand the difference between ‘in school’ and ‘out of school’ learning and how they will work together.

Groupings

Welsh Government advice to schools states we should have a maximum of 30% of pupils in at any one time including those who are placed in the school’s childcare hub (children of key workers and those deemed vulnerable). We have planned to give each pupil the opportunity for 3 visits which Welsh government said was their preference. 
· Each class has been split into 4 groups of up to 8. 
· We have ensured all siblings attend on the same day – unless we have arranged something different with you separately. 
· We have taken into account friendship groups where possible. 
· Even though some parents did not respond to the survey or responded ‘no’, we have now placed every pupil from Reception to Year 6 in a group. If your child does not attend, this is fine and you don’t need to let us know. We just decided this was the easiest way to plan and gives people the opportunity to change their mind at any time. 

If you do not feel comfortable sending your children into school, then I want to reassure you there is no consequence for this. Children should only come in if you feel comfortable that they do so. It is also essential that you only send your children to school if they are well. If they show any signs of illness, particularly if they develop a high temperature, persistent cough or loss of taste/smell, then please keep them at home.

Start of the day 

The start of the day has been staggered from 8.50 – 9.30. Please arrive promptly for the time you have been given. When you arrive with your child(ren), please queue at the front gate, using the 2m markings along the pavement. As your child enters school, their temperature will be checked with an infrared thermometer. Your child’s class teacher will meet them at the gate to take them to class where they will wash their hands straight away. Parents will not be allowed onto the playground. We would be grateful if you could leave the car park promptly, in order to keep to social distancing guidelines for the next group coming in. 

End of the day

The end of the day has been staggered from 12.50 to 13.05. Parents must queue at the main gate using the 2m markers on the ground. Your child’s teacher will bring the children out to the playground and send pupils (including any siblings) out in order of parents in the line. Again, please leave promptly as we have only allocated a 5 minute window for pupils to leave the building. 
These arrangements will be reviewed to ensure the systems work and any changes will be sent to you through email. 

Transport 

Parents are requested to make use of active travel methods to bring their children into us on the days allocated. This means if you can walk, scoot, or ride to school we ask that you do so. If that is not possible, we ask that you drive your children in. Please remember all children must be brought to school by an adult. 

Communication with school/home 

In line with the Guidance, we will be minimising all visitors to the school. Staff will not be able to speak face to face with parents at drop off or collection time. If you need to speak with the teacher, we ask this is done via telephone. We could possibly arrange a meeting via Microsoft Teams. If this is not an option then any face to face meeting will need to be arranged in advance in order for us to put in place social distancing measures. The school office will not be operating in the usual way and parents will not be permitted to enter the building to speak to office staff. Wherever possible, I would like to encourage you use email or telephone. I ask that you observe all signage and follow any instructions given in order to keep everyone safe. 

What the visits will be like for the children

Children will not be expected to wear school uniform for these visits. We do ask that they wear sensible clothes including trainers for outdoor learning as there will be no changing into PE kits etc. They may also need a raincoat if it rains and a sun hat if it is hot. They must not bring in any other belongings from home except for a water bottle, a healthy snack for playtime and any medication e.g. asthma pumps. 

Pupils will take part in outdoor learning, wellbeing, and physical activities throughout the sessions. 

Handwashing will also be a focus of the visits. The children will wash hands on entry to the building, at snack time, after using the bathroom and before leaving the building, as well as before and after using any equipment or resources. Each child will have their own set of stationery. Hand sanitisers and cleaning materials will be in every classroom. PPE will also be available. 

Break times 

As well as opportunities for physical activity and outdoor learning throughout the day, there will be a staggered formal breaktime where pupils will be able to eat their healthy snack. 
The playground will be zoned into 2 areas using cones. Pupils are not allowed to cross the zones. 

If your child develops symptoms

Under no circumstances should your child attend school if they feel unwell and have any of the identified COVID-19 symptoms. Each child’s temperature will be checked at the start of the day. If your child develops symptoms during the day. They will be taken immediately to an isolated room and you will be phoned immediately to come and collect them. Your child will then need to stay home for 14 days isolation. 

Changes to ‘Learning at home’ provision

From Monday 29th June, there will be a slight change to the learning at home provision, to accommodate the reduced time teachers will have to prepare the high standard of work they have done until this point. 

We will continue to use Hwb and Google Classroom but the folder for week beginning the 29th June will be organised into 4 sections. 

1. Face-to-face session – this folder will contain some of the wellbeing, outdoor learning and physical activities which the children will participate in during their face-to-face contact session with their teacher. For those that attend school, this folder could be used to discuss some of the things that your child took part in during the day. For those who are unable to attend school, these activities could be completed at home. 
2. Day 1; Day 2; Day 3 – these folders will contain the types of lessons that you have been accessing until now. Each day will contain a Maths and English session and then either a domain, Religious Education or Welsh and IT session will be uploaded. There will also be an activity and quiz assigned on Google Classroom. These folders will not be named by days of week to account for the different days pupils are in school. 
3. The final day of the week will continue to be for independent projects and consolidation or extension activities. 

You will only receive a ‘check-in’ phone call during the next three weeks, if your child isn’t attending school. As usual, this is to check on the wellbeing of your child and to offer them support if we are able. 

During week beginning the 6th July, we will review our learning at home provision with pupils, parents and staff, in order to make preparations for what, at the moment, will be a Blended Learning approach to teaching and learning in September. 

I appreciate that this is a detailed letter. In conjunction with the information booklet for pupils sent home yesterday, I hope it provides you with all the information you need if you intend to send your child back to school over the next weeks. If you have any further questions, please don’t hesitate to email or telephone the school. 

Kind regards, 

[image: ]

Mrs L Taylor
Acting Headteacher 
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Home School Agreement
           For St Joseph’s RC Primary School during the Covid-19 pandemic
	The school will:
· Remind staff to comply with social distancing guidance inside and outside of school
· Stay alert for any children or staff demonstrating symptoms of the virus and send them home
· Organise pupils and staff into class groups of no more than 8
· Ensure tables in classrooms are as socially spaced as possible
· Stagger arrival and collection times to enable pupils and adults to socially distance
· Organise the premises and pupil movement in a way that reduces contact with other pupils, e.g. having designated ‘zones’ on the playground. 
· Provide pupils with their own personal equipment/ small group equipment for use only by them
· Provide cleaning equipment for teachers’ and teaching assistants’ use in all areas. 
· Follow cleaning routines to keep the premises clean throughout the day
· Provide soap and sanitiser for use by children throughout the school 
· Teach and reinforce safe hand hygiene and respiratory hygiene at all times
· Ensure shared resources and toys are cleaned at least once a day
· Regularly review risk assessments, taking account the changing situation relating to the coronavirus and subsequent emerging government guidance
· Inform parents of any new changes in guidance for schools 
· Discuss the ‘children will….’ section, of this document, when pupils come to school and as needed
· Do our best to make sure activities are fun and active whilst complying with social distancing (where possible)

	Parents will:
· Comply with government guidance on social distancing for themselves and their children outside of school in order to minimise the risk to the health and wellbeing of other children and staff
· Not bring their child into school if they have any coronavirus symptoms, or are unwell in any way 
· Ensure the school has up-to-date emergency contact numbers for their child
· Make contact with the school either via class teacher or office email or phone and not expect face-to-face meetings
· Arrive at drop off and collect their child/ren from school at the times allocated to them.
· Leave site promptly, not stopping to chat to other parents
· Ensure their child only brings a water bottle, healthy snack and hat. 
· Ensure their child comes to school in clean suitable clothing every day, including sensible shoes for outdoor provision and physical activities.  
· Practice hand hygiene rules at home
· Discuss the ‘children will….’ section below with their child before they come to school

	Children will:
· Stay two metres (3 big steps) away from other children as much as possible
· Try not to touch other people
· Not mix with children in a different class group in school. 
· Not touch other people’s things
· Only bring their water bottle, snack and hat to school
· Wash their hands when they arrive at school, before and after they eat, after they have been to the toilet and whenever the adult tells them to
· Wash their hands carefully with soap for 20 seconds.  
· Cough or sneeze into their arm
· Stay in their seat or allocated floor space and always ask before leaving it
· Only play with the toys they are told they can
· Only use their own equipment for their table and learning area
· Stay where the teacher tells them to in the school building and playground
· Tell an adult if they feel unwell

If a pupil, deliberately and repeatedly fails to meet social distancing requirements or behaves in a way that puts themselves, other pupils or the staff at risk, they will be sent home immediately and will not be allowed to return before September. 
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