[image: C:\Users\adavies\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\REK9VN5N\St-JosephLogoSavedforWeb.jpg]                          St Joseph’s RC Primary School
Sully Road, Penarth, CF64 2TQ
Tel: (029) 20702864
stjosephsps@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 
www.stjosephsrc.com
Acting Headteacher: Mrs Laura Taylor

14th May 2020
Changes to our Distance Learning Provision (May 2020)
Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope you and your families are all safe and well. Thank you to those who completed the questionnaire regarding our distance learning provision. We have had a total of 106 responses and are grateful for your valuable feedback. It was wonderful to read the positive comments about the learning at home that is being set and the important impact that the many ways we communicate with you and your child are having on their mental wellbeing. We are so pleased that 87% of you feel that the amount of work is just right and 90% feel that their child’s learning is progressing reasonably or very well. We also gratefully received your suggestions on how we can improve our distance learning provision. These ranged from the desire to have more pupil-led research projects, feedback on work and a larger variety of activities. 

Following the analysis of questionnaires completed by staff and parents, it is our intention to reduce the uploading of activities to 4 days (Monday – Thursday). Throughout those 4 days, you will receive the same excellent methods of teaching and learning that have been provided so far including voice-over PowerPoints, videos, written and online tasks. Teachers will continue to upload daily maths and English sessions, 2 Religious Education lessons and a weekly domain, IT, Welsh and PE lesson. 

The focus of the Friday session will depend on your home circumstances. You may want to use this day to catch-up on some of the activities that you were unable to do during the week; spend time together as a family; or complete some of the activities in the new ‘Additional Activities’ file within the class folder. The parent questionnaire highlighted the desire of many parents for their child to participate in consolidation and extension activities for mathematics and English language, pupil-led research projects, story writing, and homework activities such as spelling and knowledge retrieval etc. Although, teachers won’t be uploading 3 lessons of work on a Friday, there will be a wealth of activities for pupils to choose from in this folder. You are also free to use these activities throughout the week as well, if you wish. 

After the half term holiday, we will also put plans in place to provide feedback to pupils about their completed learning, where appropriate. This will include quizzes, comments on particular tasks, and feedback on the work produced across the week. 

We will continue to seek your views on our distance learning provision through a follow-up questionnaire in a few weeks’ time and we look forward to receiving any feedback you may have regarding the changes being made, then. 

I would like to also take this opportunity to ask you to read, and share with your child, the weekly school newsletter which is uploaded onto the school website and the school’s Twitter account (@stjpenarth), every Friday. 

Kind regards, 

Mrs L Taylor
Acting Headteacher
St Joseph’s RC Primary School, Penarth 
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